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Shakespeare is theirs, Goethe is theirs; Balzac, Moliere,
Schiller, all are theirs. In the land of his birth, the
375th anniversary of Shakespeare passed unnoticed.
Throughout the Soviet Union his anniversary was recorded
in book, journal, arid theatre, and his memory honoured by
hundreds of thousands of peasants and artisans.

Shakespeare is regarded as a component part of the
culture of the Soviet people. He conies into his own in a
country where culture hns become more truly of the people.
Thousands of workers' amatr.ur art circles are woiking on
Shakespeare's plays, producing " IJamlct", ".Macbeth",
or " Romeo and Juliet ". The performance of " King
Lear " was attended by 200,000 people in Moscow this
spring. And tin; peoples of Kirghizia, Kazakstan, Bash-
kiria, and many other national republics besides can sec his
plays performed and read his books in their own tongue.
In the small republic of Armenia 32,000 copies of Shake-
speare have bi'*ni sold in the last five years.

Foreign, writers in. general arc extensively translated
and widely read, Upton Sinclair, Maupassant, Victor Hugo,
Anatole France, Bal/ac, Dickens, Darwin, and of the
modems Ernest Hemingway, H. G. Wells, Frank Norris,
Liou l'Y:uchtwnngcr, Heinrich Mann, Justar Regler, and
Ainold Zweig.

Writers are not only read, tlie.y arc created. The Soviet
Union gives ample play and great encouragement, both
consciously nncl unconsciously, to self-expression.

More than TOO,coo " circles for self-expression " have
been formed quite recently In the U.S.S.R., and the drama
circles have upwards of two million members. Other circles
for singing, music, dancing, or graphic art exceed five million
mcmbws.

Still wider is the range of self-expression in the form of
letters and articles to newspapers. Each factory and
institution has its wall newspaper, which invites and
receives contributions and elicits valuable suggestions and
ideas for the better conduct of factory life and efficiency:
men and women can and do write concerning corrupt and
inefficient olliciiils, as well as contributing positive sugges-
tions. The wall newspaper is an outlet ibr social passion.